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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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THOUGHT
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Preacher


 Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont from Page 1





At the birth of John the Baptist, his father, speaking of his role as a prophet of the Most High to make ready His ways, said


" To give knowledge of salvation unto his people In the remission of their sins, to shine upon them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death; To guide our feet into the way of peace". (Luke 1:77; 79) The proclamation of that peace was made at Jesus' birth by the multitude of the Heavenly Host, "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleased".


(Luke 2:14) The Hebrew word of peace "shalom" is rendered in the Septuagint "soteria" or salvation and it is a peace of salvation that Jesus brought into the world. Often in the Greek it is "reconcile" thus a peace of reconciliation to God that gives hope and comfort to those who obey Him. (see Rom.5:10; IICor.5:18; Col.1:22)     


      In the Beatitudes, Jesus spoke of the peacemakers being called the children of God, a passage often misunderstood to mean peacemakers among men. What Jesus is saying though is that those who make peace with God shall be called His children.


     As we worship Him this day and every day, we can do so in the comfort and joy of knowing, " the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus". (Phil 4:7) It would lead Paul to say, nothing " shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.". (Rom 8:39)	


     Are you at peace with God?


			JP











     There are some days when we need a word of cheer more than others.  It may be a bleak Monday morning, returning to work after vacation, or when we find ourselves lying in a hospital bed.  Since we're human, we all have our off days and "downers" to deal with.  However, how we deal with these is a pretty good measure of our maturity as a Christian.  Trials, difficulties, disappointments, and setbacks can reveal our true character more than when things are smooth, happy, and plain sailing.


     Let us look for a moment at four cheers from the Bible.  These cheers are ours to enjoy irrespective of our circumstances.  All four of them come from the lips of our Savior and have been variously translated as "Take heart" or "Be of good cheer."  You will find that they are just what the doctor (Great Physician) has ordered.  All of the cheers were spoken to anxious souls, illustrating the truth of Proverbs 12:25, "Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression, but a good word makes it glad."


     1.  The cheer of Christ's pardon.  In Matthew 9:2, we read Jesus saying, "Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you."  There can be no sweeter words.  They were certainly cheering words to the paralyzed man whom Jesus addressed.  He not only healed him but forgave his sins.  The man gathered up the mat on which he had been sitting and went joyfully on his way. We can do the same if we have heard Jesus' word of pardon to our souls.  Divine forgiveness is wonderfully liberating; but it is possible only because Jesus died for our





will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."  In this world we all certainly have had, or will have tribulation.  How comforting it is to know that Jesus is greater than all our tribulations.  By His death and resurrection Jesus overcame the world and all its evil.  He is its ruler.  God is in charge!  The song we sometimes sing, This is My Father's World, says, "This is My Father's world, O let me ne'er forget That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet."  Truly, God is on the throne and He will not and cannot be overthrown.  Therefore, whatever we are going through or will have to go through before we reach heaven, all is ultimately well.


     4.  The cheer of His presence.  In the closing chapters of Acts we read of the apostle Paul's journeying to the unknown, certainly with every reason to be fearful for his life.  His future was most uncertain, and all things being equal, all he had to look forward to was pain and discomfort.  Yet at this particular time we read this:  "But the following night the Lord stood by him and said, 'Be of good cheer'" (Acts 23:11).  And if we are Christ's, no matter how fearful the conditions, He will stand by us too.  The cheer of His presence.  He promises us, "I will never leave you nor forsake you: (Hebrews 13:5)--and His promises are sure and dependable.  What a friend we have in Jesus, the "friend who sticks closer than a brother" (Proverbs 18:24).  He is a Friend for life, for death, and praise God, for all eternity.


_____________________________





All the days of the afflicted are evil; But he that is of a cheerful heart (hath) a continual feast.


(Prov 15:15)





					





Words to Cheer You


By Brent Lewis      REUSED





A word spoken in due season, how good it is!"  (Proverbs 15:23) -- to which we can all reply with a hearty "Amen!" for "Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the bones" (Proverbs 16:24).








our forgiveness. If we by our faith and obedience have experienced the pardoning power of the blood of Jesus, we know that ultimately all is well with our souls.  Notice Jesus' cheerful words again in Mark 2:5,7, "Son, your sins are forgiven you … Who can forgive sins, but God alone?"  Good question.  Jesus is God.


     2.  The cheer of His peace.  Jesus said on another occasion, "Be of good cheer!  It is I; do not be afraid" (Matthew 14:27).  Those were such welcome words, spoken amidst the most terrible and fitful storm out at sea in the middle of the night.  The storm threatened to engulf those frightened disciples in their powerless little boat.


     We all know the feeling.  The storms of life can make us feel so weak, vulnerable, and helpless when we are tossed about in our feeble "little boats."  How welcome Jesus' words are even to us:  "Be of good cheer.  It is I; do not be afraid."  The Lord stands by us in and through the storms of Life.  He can calm the stormiest of waters that we go through or will ever go through, for He is Lord of Heaven and earth.  "Do not be afraid," He says.


     I am told that there are three hundred sixty-six "Fear nots" or "Do not be afraids" in the Bible.  If that is correct, there is one for every day of the year, including a leap year for good measure.  How wonderful to have the cheer of His peace.  "You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.  Trust in the Lord forever, for in the Lord is everlasting strength" (Isaiah 26:3-4).


3.  The cheer of His power.  In John 16:33, Jesus says, "In the world you








PEACE   REUSED





Jehovah will give strength unto his people; Jehovah will bless his people with peace. (Ps 29:11)





     What does it mean to be at peace? The concept of peace among most people of the world is an absence 


of conflict among men and nations. Without question, peace among men and nations is a desirable thing and should be pursued. The purpose of our Lord (the spread of the gospel) is better served when people are at peace. On the other hand it is quite clear from the scripture that God has used the conflict of war, many times, to accomplish His purpose. This was certainly true throughout the history of Israel.


    Over the years, by the precepts of men, Christianity has become identified as a religion of peace among men. I believe that obedience, by all, to the commands of our Lord would bring peace among men. Jesus, however, said to the contrary, "Think not that I came to send peace on the earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.  (Matt 10:34) 


     At this time of year the "Christian denominational world" puts great emphasis on the birth of Jesus. 


Most are upset at the threat of its identity being lost to political correctness. While we certainly do not recognize the traditional religious ideas related to the birth of Jesus, (the scripture gives no reference to a date) there is much importance to the birth of Jesus. The gospel writers described it in detail and the peace he brought to the world.  But, just what is the peace connected to the coming of the Savior?


     From the sin of Adam, man has been at enmity 


with God. Under a covenant of Law the Prince of 


Peace was promised. (Isa. 9:6) 	Cont on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton’s, mother.  Bro. Rick Hulsey. 


 Sis. Nancy Woods,  Bro. George Statham, 


Sis. Patty Keenan’s parents.  Tony Wilkie, 


recovering from a stroke Bro. Jack Green


recovering from knee surgery. Sis. Ellizabeth


Hammond’s sister Becca Debee, recovering 


from cancer surgery.   


All of our new Converts.


Check the board in the back for others. 


Remember Crystal Crouch.  


_________________________________





Group “B” meeting after PM service.


_________________________________





Events to Remember





Bible Forum …………March 2011





_________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Dion Clark


Song Leader----Lloyd Jackson


Lord's Supper---Ryan Pink


   Asst. 1-----Matt Jones


   Asst. 2-----Don Gilbert


   Asst. 3-----Josh Sams


   Asst. 4-----Cliff Wiggs


   Asst. 5-----Preston Jackson


2nd Prayer----Zachary Rogers


Read Scripture---Steve Huff


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer--- Marty Hammond


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Lloyd Jackson


Song Leader----Matt Jones


2nd Prayer------Rodee Bruns


Read Scripture ---Rob Williams


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Ryan Pink


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Carlos Pineda


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Dion Clark


 Invitation---Sam Adams


 Closing Prayer---Ryan Pink





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














